
War and Terrorism 

 

 Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse 

In 1943 Nazi-occupied Amsterdam, teenage Hanneke--a 'finder' of black market goods--is 

tasked with finding a Jewish girl a customer had been hiding, who has seemingly vanished 

into thin air, and is pulled into a web of resistance activities and secrets as she attempts to 

solve the mystery and save the missing girl. 

 Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 

Told in alternating points of view and perfect for fans of Anthony Doerr's Pulitzer Prize-

winningAll the Light We Cannot See, Erik Larson'sDead Wake, and Elizabeth Wein's Printz 

Honor BookCode Name Verity, this masterful work of historical fiction is inspired by the 

real-life tragedy that was the sinking of theWilhelm Gustloff--the greatest maritime disaster in 

history. As she did inBetween Shades of Gray, Ruta Sepetys unearths a shockingly little-

known casualty of a gruesome war, and proves that humanity can prevail, even in the darkest 

of hours. 

 Code of Honor by Alan Gratz 

When Iranian-American Kamran Smith learns that his big brother, Darius, has been labelled 

a terrorist, he sets out to piece together the codes and clues that will save his brother's life and 

his country from a deadly terrorist attack. 

 Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home 

by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp 

while she fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by 

burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes a 

historical note. 

 Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz 

Based on the life of Jack Gruener, this book relates his story of survival from the Nazi 

occupation of Krakow, when he was eleven, through a succession of concentration camps, to 

the final liberation of Dachau. 

 Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 

In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale 

of friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what she must to survive while 

keeping secret all that she can. 

 Streams of Babel by Carol Plum-Ucci 

Six teens face a bioterrorist attack on American soil as four are infected with a mysterious 

disease affecting their small New Jersey neighborhood and two others, both brilliant 

computer hackers, assist the United States Intelligence Coalition in tracking the perpetrators. 

 After the First Death by Robert Cormier 

Events of the hijacking of a bus of children by terrorists seeking the return of their homeland 

are described from the perspectives of a hostage, a terrorist, an Army general involved in the 

rescue operation, and his son, chosen as the go-between. 

 Animal Farm by George Orwell 

Old Major, the wise elderly pig, calls his fellow animals together to share with them a 

motivational vision of life, on the farm, free from the bondage of slavery to humans. After 

Old Major’s death, the animals begin to prepare for the “rebellion”, although they do not 

know when this moment will occur. Mr. Jones, the alcoholic and neglectful farm owner, goes 



on a drinking binge one evening and forgets to feed the animals. The animals are overcome 

with hunger and drive Mr. Jones and his family off of the farm. The animals now have the 

opportunity to fulfill Old Major’s vision. 

 Black Hawk Down by Mark Bowden 

Chronicles the experiences of ninety-nine American soldiers who were trapped in the city of 

Mogadishu, Somalia in 1993. 

 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a 

young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents hlep sustain her family and 

the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 

 The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 

Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to a place called "Out-With" in 1942, 

Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped pajamas who lives behind a wire 

fence. 

 The Chosen by Chaim Potok 

Recounts the story of Reuven Malter and Danny Saunders--one an orthodox Jew, the other 

the son of a Hasidic rabbi--and the course of their friendship as they grow up in Brooklyn. 

 Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac 

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned 

Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending 

messages during World War II in their native tongue. 

 Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers 

Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry, just out of his Harlem high school, enlists in the Army in 

the summer of 1967 and spends a devastating year on active duty in Vietnam. 

 Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli 

A street child, known to himself only as Stopthief, finds community when he is taken in by a 

band of orphans in Warsaw ghetto which helps him weather the horrors of the Nazi regime. 

 Tamar by Mal Peet 

In England in 1995, fifteen-year-old Tamar, grief-stricken by the puzzling death of her 

beloved grandfather, slowly begins to uncover the secrets of his life in the Dutch resistance 

during the last year of the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands, and the climactic events that 

forever cast a shadow on his life and that of his family. 

 The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

In October, 1942, seventeen-year-old Helmuth Hübener, imprisoned for distributing anti-

Nazi leaflets, recalls his past life and how he came to dedicate himself to bring the truth 

about Hitler and the war to the German people. 

 For Freedom by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

A novel based on the experiences of Suzanne David Hall, who, as a teenager in Nazi-

occupied France, worked as a spy for the French Resistance while training to be an opera 

singer. 

 Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 

In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to 

be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 

 Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick 



While recuperating in a Baghdad hospital from a traumatic brain injury sustained during the 

Iraq War, eighteen-year-old soldier Matt Duffy struggles to recall what happened to him and 

how it relates to his ten-year-old friend, Ali. 

 If I Should Die Before I Wake by Han Nolan 

As Hilary, a Neo-Nazi initiate, lies in a coma, she is transported back to Poland at the onset 

of World War II into the life of a Jewish teenager. 

 Under the Blood-Red Sun by Graham Salisbury 

Tomikazu Nakaji's biggest concerns are baseball, homework, and a local bully, until life with 

his Japanese family in Hawaii changes drastically after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 

December 1941. 

 Eyes of the Emperor by Graham Salisbury 

Following orders from the United States Army, young Japanese American men train K-9 

units to hunt Japanese during World War II. 

 Someone Named Eva by Joan M. Wolf 

From her home in Lidice, Czechoslovakia, in 1942, eleven-year-old Milada is taken with 

other blond, blue-eyed children to a school in Poland to be trained as "proper Germans" for 

adoption by German families, but all the while she remembers her true name and history. 

 Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 

During his service in the Civil War, a young Union soldier matures to manhood and finds 

peace of mind as he comes to grips with his conflicting emotions about war. 

 A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 

Relates the adventures of a young Englishman who gives his life during the French 

Revolution to save the husband of the woman he loves. 

 Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier 

Inman, a wounded Confederate soldier, leaves the hospital where he is being treated and 

determines to walk home to his sweetheart Ada, only to find the land and the girl he 

remembers as changed by the war as he. 

 A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 

An American ambulance driver serving on the Austro-Italian front becomes entangled with 

an English nurse and deserts to join her after the retreat of Caparetto. 

 

 

 Schindler’s List by Thomas Keneally 

The true story of a man who took incredible risks and spent his considerable fortune to build 

a factory camp to protect Jews during World War II. 

 All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque 

Depicts the experiences of a group of young German soldiers fighting and suffering during 

the last days of World War I. 

 Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt 

Jethro, who is nine years old when the first April blooms, must run the farm in southern 

Illinois almost alone during the Civil War. Dangers on the home front prove as exciting as 

those in battle. 

 Elephant Run by Roland Smith 

Nick endures servitude, beatings, and more after his British father's plantation in Burma is 

invaded by the Japanese in 1941, and when his father and others are taken prisoner and Nick 



is stranded with his friend Mya, they plan a daring escape on elephants, risking their lives to 

save Nick's father and Mya's brother from a Japanese prisoner of war camp. 

 My Brother Sam is Dead by James Lincoln Collier 

Recounts the tragedy that strikes the Meeker family during the Revolution when one son 

joins the rebel forces while the rest of the family tries to stay neutral in a Tory town. 
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