Social Issues
e Dear Martin by Nic Stone
Writing letters to the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., seventeen-year-old college-bound
Justyce McAllister struggles to face the reality of race relations today and how they are
shaping him.
e The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she
lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these
worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil
at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national
headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger.
Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to
intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that
night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does-or does
not-say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life.
e Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham
When Rowan finds a skeleton on her family's property, investigating the brutal, century-old
murder leads to painful discoveries about the past. Alternating chapters tell the story of
William, another teen grappling with the racial firestorm leading up to the 1921 Tulsa race
riot, providing some clues to the mystery.
e All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely
When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of stealing, classmate Quinn witnesses
his brutal beating at the hands of a police officer who happens to be the older brother of his
best friend.
e Written in the Stars by Aisha Saeed
This heart-wrenching novel explores what it is like to be thrust into an unwanted marriage.
Has Naila's fate been written in the stars? Or can she still make her own destiny? a Naila's
conservative immigrant parents have always said the same thing- She may choose what to
study, how to wear her hair, and what to be when she grows up-but they will choose her
husband. Following their cultural tradition, they will plan an arranged marriage for her. And
until then, dating-even friendship with a boy-is forbidden. When Naila breaks their rule by
falling in love with Saif, her parents are livid. Convinced she has forgotten who she truly is,
they travel to Pakistan to visit relatives and explore their roots. But Naila's vacation turns into
a nightmare when she learns that plans have changed-her parents have found her a husband
and they want her to marry him, now! Despite her greatest efforts, Naila is aghast to find
herself cut off from everything and everyone she once knew. Her only hope of escape is
Saifa.a.a. if he can find her before it's too late.
e Yaqui Delgado Wants to Kick Your Ass by Meg Medina
Piddy Sanchez deals with bullying at her new school, and as the harassment escalates, she
struggles to survive and to discover who she really is.
e The Truth About Alice by Jennifer Mathieu
When ugly rumors and lies about Alice Franklin start after one of the guys she allegedly slept
with at a party dies in a car accident, questions about truth arise in her small town.
e Gated by Amy Parker
Seventeen-year-old Lyla feels ambivalent when the charismatic leader of her isolated
suburban community is told that the end of the world is near and when it arrives they must all
be ready to defend themselves against the unchosen.
e Impossible Knife of Memory by Laurie Halse Anderson



Hayley Kincaid and her father move back to their hometown to try a 'normal’ life, but the
horrors he saw in the war threaten to destroy their lives.

e Scrawl by Mark Shulman

When eighth-grade school bully Tod and his friends get caught committing a crime on school
property, his penalty--staying after school and writing in a journal under the eye of the school
guidance counsellor--reveals aspects of himself that he prefers to keep hidden.

e Bruiser by Neal Shusterman

Inexplicable events start to occur when sixteen-year-old twins Tennyson and Bronté befriend
a troubled and misunderstood outcast, aptly nicknamed Bruiser, and his little brother, Cody.
e The Mockinbirds by Daisy Whitney

When Alex, a junior at an elite preparatory school, realizes that she may have been the victim
of date rape, she confides in her roommates and sister who convince her to seek help from a
secret society, the Mockingbirds.

e Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman
year in high school.

e The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier

A high school freshman discovers the devastating consequences of refusing to join in the
school's annual fund raising drive and arousing the wrath of the school bullies.

e Hate List by Jennifer Brown

Sixteen-year-old Valerie, whose boyfriend Nick committed a school shooting at the end of
their junior year, struggles to cope with integrating herself back into high school life, unsure
herself whether she was a hero or a villain.

e Go Ask Alice by Anonymous

A fifteen-year-old drug user chronicles her daily struggle to escape the pull of the drug
world.

e The First Part Last by Angela Johnson

Bobby's carefree teenage life changes forever when he becomes a father and must care for his
baby daughter.

e The Face on the Milk Carton by Caroline B. Cooney

A photograph of a missing girl on a milk carton leads Janie on a search for her real identity.

e Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt

Abandoned by their mother, four children begin a search for a home and an identity.

e lIzzy Willy Nilly by Cynthia Voigt

A car accident causes fifteen-year-old 1zzy to lose one leg and face the need to start building
a new life as an amputee.

e The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

In the sweet, untroubled voice of a precocious teenage girl, Susie relates the awful events of
her death. With love, longing, and a growing understanding, Susie watches her family as they
cope with their grief--her father embarks on a search for the Killer, her sister undertakes a feat
of amazing daring, her little brother builds a fort in her honor--and begin the difficult process
of healing.

e Monster by Walter Dean Myers

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his
experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to
terms with the course his life has taken.

¢ Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult



The people of Sterling, New Hampshire, are forever changed after a shooting at the high
school leaves ten people dead, and the judge presiding over the trial tries to remain unbiased,
even though her daughter witnessed the events and was friends with the assailant.

e The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

Rivalry between rich and poor gangs in 1960s Oklahoma leads to the deaths of three
teenagers and intense soul-searching for one of the youths involved, a sensitive fourteen-
year-old writer named Ponyboy.

e The Rules of Survial by Nancy Werlin

Seventeen-year-old Matthew recounts his attempts, starting at a young age, to free himself
and his sisters from the grip of their emotionally and physically abusive mother.

e Story of a Girl by Sara Zarr

During the summer after her sophomore year, Deanna Lambert tries to come to terms with
the reputation with which she was slapped in the eighth grade when she was caught by her
father in the backseat of a car with a high school senior, and struggles with her still-strained
relationship with her father and her changing feelings for her best friend, Jason.

e To Kill a Mockinbird by Harper Lee

Eight-year-old "Scout" Finch tells of life in a small Alabama town where her father is a
lawyer.

e The Chosen One by Carol Lynch Williams

In a polygamous cult in the desert, Kyra, not yet fourteen, sees being chosen to be the
seventh wife of her uncle as just punishment for having read books and kissed a boy, in
violation of Prophet Childs' teachings, and is torn between facing her fate and running away
from all that she knows and loves.

e Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes

After being mentally retarded for all of his thirty-two years, Charlie Gordon undergoes an
operation designed to change his life.
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