
Coming of Age 

 

 Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli 

Sixteen-year-old, not-so-openly-gay Simon Spier is blackmailed into playing wingman for 

his classmate or else his sexual identity--and that of his pen pal--will be revealed. 

 An Abundance of Katherines by John Green 

Having been recently dumped for the nineteenth time by a girl named Katherine, recent high 

school graduate and former child prodigy Colin sets off on a road trip with his best friend to 

try to find some new direction in life. 

 Amy and Roger’s Epic Detour by Morgan Matson 

After the death of her father, Amy, a high school student and Roger, a college freshman, set 

out on a carefully planned road trip from California to Connecticut, but wind up taking many 

detours, forcing Amy to face her worst fears and come to terms with her grief and guilt. 

 Little Blog on the Prairie by Cathleen Bell 

Thirteen-year-old Genevieve's summer at a frontier family history camp in Laramie, 

Wyoming, with her parents and brother is filled with surprises, which she reports to friends 

back home on the cell phone she sneaked in, and which they turn into a blog. 

 Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool 

Odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian Trail where they 

deal with pirates, buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters. 

 Moon Over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool 

Twelve-year-old Abilene Tucker is the daughter of a drifter who, in the summer of 1936, 

sends her to stay with an old friend in Manifest Kansas, where he grew up, and where she 

hopes to find out some things about his past. 

 Rival by Sara Bennett Wealer 

Two high school rivals compete in a prestigious singing competition while reflecting on the 

events that turned them from close friends to enemies the year before. 

 Catalyst by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Eighteen-year-old Kate, who sometimes chafes at being a preacher's daughter, finds herself 

losing control in her senior year as she faces difficult neighbors and the possibility that she 

may not be accepted by the college of her choice. 

 Dairy Queen (Titles in Series: The Off Season) by Catherine Gilbert Murdock 

After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for her 

school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, not 

anticipating the reactions of those around her. 

 Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt 

In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but things improve 

when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, nearby island community founded 

by former slaves that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to change into a tourist spot. 

 The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her 

mother was killed. When Lily's fierce-hearted "stand-in mother," Rosaleen, insults three of 

the town's fiercest racists, Lily decides they should both escape to Tiburon, South Carolina--a 

town that holds the secret to her mother's past. There they are taken in by an eccentric trio of 

black beekeeping sisters who introduce Lily to a mesmerizing world of bees, honey, and the 

Black Madonna who presides over their household. This is a remarkable story about divine 



female power and the transforming power of love--a story that women will share and pass on 

to their daughters for years to come. 

 Looking for Alaska by John Green 

Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory School in Alabama includes 

good friends and great pranks, but is defined by the search for answers about life and death 

after a fatal car crash. 

 Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (Titles in Series: Second Summer of the Sisterhood, 

Girls in Pants, Forever in Blue) by Ann Brashares 

Carmen decides to discard an old pair of jeans, but Tibby, Lena, and Bridget think they are 

great and decide that whoever the pants fit best will get them. When the jeans fit everyone 

perfectly, a sisterhood and a memorable summer begin. 

 A Separate Peace by John Knowles 

Gene Forrester looks back fifteen years to a World War II year in which he and his best 

friend were roommates in a New Hampshire boarding school. 

 Born to Rock by Gordon Korman 

High school senior Leo Caraway, a conservative Republican, learns that  his biological father 

is a punk rock legend. 

 Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of 

first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever. 

 True Believer by Virgina Euwer Wolff 

Living in the inner city amidst guns and poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn learns from old 

and new friends, and inspiring mentors, that life is what you make it--an occasion to rise to. 

 Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech 

After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take a car 

trip retracing her mother's route.  Along the way, Sal recounts the stroy of her friend Phoebe, 

whose mother also left. 

 13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson 

When seventeen-year-old Ginny receives a packet of mysterious envelopes from her favorite 

aunt, she leaves New Jersey to criss-cross Europe on a sort of scavenger hunt that transforms 

her life. 

 Playing with Matches by Brain Katcher 

While trying to find a girl who will date him, Missouri high school junior Leon Sanders 

befriends a lonely, disfigured female classmate. 

 The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks by E. Lockhart 

Sophomore Frankie starts dating senior Matthew Livingston, but when he refuses to talk 

about the all-male secret society that he and his friends belong to, Frankie infiltrates the 

society in order to enliven their mediocre pranks. 

 Hero Type by Barry Lyga 

Feeling awkward and ugly is only one reason sixteen-year-old Kevin is uncomfortable with 

the publicity surrounding his act of accidental heroism, but when a reporter photographs him 

apparently being unpatriotic, he steps into the limelight to encourage people to think about 

what the symbols of freedom really mean. 

 Jacob Have I Loved by Katherine Patterson 

Feeling deprived all her life of schooling, friends, mother, and even her name by her twin 

sister, Louise finally begins to find her identity. 



 Artichoke’s Heart by Suzanne Supplee 

When she is almost sixteen years old, Rosemary decides she is sick of being overweight, 

mocked at school and at Heavenly Hair--her mother's beauty salon--and feeling out of 

control, and as she slowly loses weight, she realizes that she is able to cope with her mother's 

cancer, having a boyfriend for the first time, and discovering that other people's lives are not 

as perfect as they seem from the outside. 

 Haters by  Alisa Valdes-Rodriguez 

Having tried for years to deny her psyhic abilities, high school sophomore Paski has 

disturbing visions about the popular girl at her new high school in Orange County, 

California. 

 Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac by Gabrielle Zevin 

After a nasty fall, Naomi realizes that she has no memory of the last four years and finds 

herself reassessing every aspect of her life. 

 I am the Messenger by Markus Zusak 

After capturing a bank robber, nineteen-year-old cab driver Ed Kennedy begins receiving 

mysterious messages that direct him to addresses where people need help, and he begins 

getting over his lifelong feeling of worthlessness. 
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